CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20TH JUNE 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


A Holroyd



David Brown               



W Shaw  



J Gale





D Clark, Parish Clerk

In attendance D Lay, WCC : P Veasey, KDC : PC J Davies : one parishioner.

ITEM 1: APOLOGIES

11
Cllr J Sykes (on holiday).  Cllr D Merritt (work).

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None. 

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 9th May 2002 were unanimously approved.  Proposed by W Shaw, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING  
4.1
ROAD MAINTENANCE  It was noted that the work at the 'Cadley Road' had been completed and that additional drainage is dependent on funding. The road verges were cut.  

4.2
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS  The Clerk confirmed that a response to the 12 February 02 letter sent to P Gerrard was still outstanding despite verbal hastening. He was directed to press formally for a response and to emphasise that it simply sought procedural advice.   Action :  Clerk

4.3
NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT  The Clerk read extracts from a letter dd 30 May 02 from the KDC Monitoring Officer (to be circulated forthwith) and advised that satisfactory receipt of  Cllrs' Register of Interest Forms had been confirmed except for that for D Merritt which had apparently been lost in transit. The Clerk had arranged for submission of a duplicate and this was acceptable to the KDC MO.

4.4
COMMUNITY AREA FORUM  D Brown attended the initial CAF meeting on 10th June as the PC representative.  He gave a resumé  and undertook to provide a written summary with recommendations for the next PC Meeting.  Action : D Brown

4.5
PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE   The Clerk confirmed he had written on 20th May to the PFC expressing the thanks of the PC and seeking advice of when the 2001/02 Accounts would be available to Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils - also advising that we had found no nominee for membership. (NB Clive Hamblin was unable to take up the position).  The Chair noted that there  was no response as yet : also that Members must keep trying to find a nominee.  Action : All  

4.6
EMERGENCY PLANNING.   The Chair noted that the advisory papers had been circulated and that it was agreed that action to produce an Emergency Plan should go ahead. Chute Forest PC had suggested the creation of a 'Joint Emergency Plan' and would now be consulted - next step would seem to be to find an individual to be Emergency Planning Officer and co-ordinate the capture of all requisite data  Action: Chair.

4.7
SHAFTESBURY HOUSING  Following the approach by a tenant to J Sykes over a charge of £200 across it's tenants in Tibbs Meadow for planting the three new trees along the southern boundary, the Clerk wrote to Shaftesbury Housing Assn.  The response dated 31 May 2002 was read and it was agreed to observe the advice to let tenants deal with the SHA Estates Manager.  It was noted that there was a delay in erecting the new fencing and the Estates Manager would be in touch with all tenants over this and the surcharge.

ITEM 5 : RIGHTS OF WAY MANAGEMENT
5.1
GLEAM Membership  :  A membership invitation had been circulated. It was agreed that the stated aims and objectives of  the Green Lanes Environmental Action Movement were in accord with those of the Council. Also that membership would provide the (cost effective) source of information which had been needed to deal effectively with recent Rights of Way access matters.  Following a proposal by the Chair it was agreed that the Clerk should arrange membership  - cost £10.00 per annum.   Action : Clerk 

5.2
WCC Presentation :  The WCC paper '' The Future -  or Rights With Responsibilities' had been circulated. It was agreed that P Gerrard should be invited to address the Council on the subject at the September meeting. The Clerk to make suitable arrangements subject to formal confirmation nearer the date.   It was also agreed that Mr D Gardiner, Chair of GLEAM, should be asked to attend.   Action : Clerk.
5.3
Local Access Forum :  The Clerk produced the WCC response to his request for an update on membership of the forum (to be circulated) confirming that neither J Sykes nor J Gale had succeeded in gaining a seat.  He also noted that the WCC view was that WALC , which had a seat, would represent Parish Councils' interests.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to WALC seeking copies of LAF meeting agendas and minutes to ensure that CPC interests were properly understood and represented - particularly during the next 18 months when RofW access policy was being reviewed by WCC.  Action : Clerk 

5.4
CPC/WCC Relationship  :    The Clerk read a letter sent by the Chair to Cllr P Chalke, Head of WCC, outlining advising of difficulties which had arisen in the relationship between the Parish Council and WCC.  This set out the problems encountered during the B3 Upgrade case and again over a recent motorcycle rally through the Parish.  The common theme being a WCC response strong on explaining 'technical' procedures but weak on response to,  or evidence of understanding of, local community concerns.  It was agreed that the letter properly reflected the concerns discussed at recent meetings. The Chair indicated that an acknowledgement had been received.  

  ITEM 6 :  REVISED CONTRACT FOR CLERK
6.1
The Chair explained that the sole reason for the revision was to formally record the duties of the Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).  The contract was proposed, as circulated, by W Shaw, seconded by D Brown and unanimously approved.

ITEM 7 :  REVISED STANDING ORDERS
7.1
The Chair explained that the revision was primarily prompted by the need to incorporate the recent Race Relations and Code of Conduct resolutions. Also to reflect aspects of the new audit regime and formal financial responsibilities. The S.O's were proposed, as circulated, by J Gale, seconded by A Holroyd and unanimously approved.

ITEM 8 :  AUDIT SYSTEM & INTERNAL AUDITOR
8.1
Following circulation of the new Code of Practice etc the new audit system was discussed and the responsibilities accepted.   Mrs N Orlick was then proposed by the Chair as the independent Internal Auditor, seconded by A Holroyd and her appointment unanimously approved.  Clerk to liase on FY2001/02 accounts forthwith. Action:Clerk

ITEM 9 :  BUDGET FOR FY2002/03 AND RISK ASSESSMENT
9.1
The forecast Budget outturn for the current year, provided by the RFO, was noted and accepted.  The possible cost variables identified were also noted but it was accepted that the overall risk was manageable.

ITEM 10  :  HOURS WORKED BY CLERK
10.1
The Chair noted that the 3 monthly update (for the period 5 July 01 to 31 May 02) had been provided as required, showed an average of 10.19 hours per week, and a rising trend over the period.  He reminded Members that no action need be considered until a full 12 months data had been produced but that he would shortly make some working suggestions ex- committee.   

ITEM 11 :  ANONYMOUS DONATION OF £750
11.1
The Clerk read the letter he had sent setting out the terms under which the anonymous donation had been made and accepted.  The sum of £750 represents the bill (after KDC grant aid) which had been incurred in re-thatching the Well Head House roof during FY 2001/02 and the cost of which the donor wished to relieve the Parish.  The effect was to enable the Parish Council to now consider expenditure of that sum.  This was accepted as the position of the Council and it was agreed to give consideration to suitable capital or maintenance projects. (For next Meeting).  Action :  All

ITEM 12  :  FINANCIAL EXPENDITURE
12.1
The expenditure proposed in the Agenda was proposed by W Shaw, seconded by D Brown and unanimously approved on the basis of the documents produced.

ITEM 13  :  PROPOSED MEETING DATES
13.1
The dates proposed (16 Jan, 20 Feb and 20 Mar 2003 : see Agenda) were approved.

ITEM 14  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
14.1
CANGO Service  :  The introduction of a new flexible bus service was noted.  A Holroyd agreed to liaise with V Chambers (LNK) and make an announcement in the Chronicle. 

14.2
 Crystal Palace/New Zealand Planning  The Chair advised that he held a copy of the re-submission of this planning application.  Given the complexities he proposed an ad-hoc meeting at 18.30 on 5 July 02 at 'Linden' to discuss a response.  This was agreed.

14.3
Planning Applications :  The Clerk advised that the applications to demolish outbuildings and erect a new Chute manor house had been approved by KDC : also that to erect a garage at Standen House.  These were noted.

14.4
Footpaths : W Shaw advised that he was attempting to have Footpath 13 cleared of nettles etc but that there were others which needed attention at this time of year. J Gale suggested that, although responsibility did not lie with the PC,  there was a need to monitor RofW condition.  It was agreed that policy should be discussed at a future meeting.

14.5
Remedial Work by Bewley Homes :  The Clerk advised that he was continuing to liaise with the site manager at Upper Chute and hoped that the damage caused by their trucks would be addressed soon.

14.6
The Chair advised that he had written to the Millennium 2000  Committee to express the council's appreciation of their efforts at the Golden Jubilee,  reminded all present that the next meeting was scheduled for 1 August 2002 and, there being no further business, closed the Meeting.
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